


UNREASONABLE IMPACT™ is an innovative multi-year 
partnership between Barclays and Unreasonable Group to 
launch the world’s first international network of accelerators 
focused on scaling up entrepreneurial solutions that will help 
employ thousands worldwide while solving some of our most 
pressing societal challenges.

Barclays and Unreasonable share a belief that high-growth 
entrepreneurs are well-placed to combat projected job 
loss from automation by creating the jobs of the future. 
Furthermore, Barclays and Unreasonable believe that 
entrepreneurial solutions are best primed for scale when 
supported by a major corporation that can accelerate their 
growth. Thus, each program is designed to support growth-
stage ventures with advice and guidance from a global 
community of world-class mentors and industry specialists, 
including experts from across Barclays.

Unreasonable Impact consists of three intensive two-week 
programs held annually in three distinct regions: the Americas, 
UK & Europe, and Asia Pacific. Having completed two years 
of programs, the global network consists of 71 ventures that 
collectively reach approximately 105 million customers in over 180 
countries. To date, the companies have also raised over $1.3 billion 
USD in funding and generated over $1.1 billion USD in revenue.

Now, the Americas program in October 2018 marks the 
beginning of the third year of the Unreasonable Impact 
partnership, welcoming a brand new cohort of 14 companies 
into the global network.
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Astraea

ENTREPRENEUR

Brendan 
Richardson

TITLE

Co-Founder  
& CEO

REGION

United States  
& UK Brendan Richardson has been involved with 

early-stage startups as a venture capitalist, board 
member, entrepreneur, and LP for 25 years. Prior 
to Astraea, he was a co-founder and first CEO of PsiKick, a successful Ultra-
Low-Power wireless semiconductor and systems startup. Before that, from 
1993 to 2007, he was a venture capitalist based in Silicon Valley and Geneva, 
Switzerland, investing in early-stage tech companies in Europe and the U.S. 
His early career included stints in strategy consulting with Strategic Planning 
Associates (now Oliver Wyman), financial analysis at Wells Fargo’s Private 
Bank, and fundraising as director of sponsorship for the Whitewater Rafting 
World Championships. In 2007, he became a co-director of private equity with 
Investure, a $12 billion consortium of university endowments and nonprofit 
foundations. Brendan is also currently an adjunct professor at the University of 
Virginia, where he teaches VC Investing and Entrepreneurship. He co-founded 
and is currently chairman of HackCville, an independent “hacker den” for UVA 
students who want to change the world through self-directed learning and 
entrepreneurship. Brendan received his B.S. in finance from UVA.

Brendan Richardson

astraea.earth

Building the 
world’s most 

advanced 
machine learning 

platform for 
Earth-observing 

satellite data 
and geospatial 

information.

The amount of Earth Observing (EO) data that has been 
collected by government and non-government organizations 
is astounding. Stretching back to 1972 when the first 
Landsat satellite was launched, there now exists in excess 
of 200 petabytes of unique EO data. Each day, more than 
50 Terabytes of new data is added. (For comparison, the 
entire Library of Congress comprises about 20 Terabytes of 
information.) Embedded in this data are answers to some 
of the world’s most intractable problems as well as new 
insights into how the complexity and interdependency of 
natural and human systems work. At the nexus of machine 
learning, big data computing, and EO satellites, Astraea is 
a software company developing cutting-edge technology 
to solve complex planetary problems. Due to the reduced 
cost of satellite technology and the availability of new sensor 
technologies, there is an explosion of EO data waiting 
to be leveraged. Astraea is empowering corporations, 
organizations, and individuals to easily access, analyze, and 
extract actionable insights about our planet.

SECTOR

Machine Learning, 
AI & Satellite 

Analytics
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Cambrian Innovation

ENTREPRENEUR

Matthew  
Silver

TITLE

Founder  
& CEO

REGION

United States 
of America

cambrianinnovation.com

Matthew Silver has 16 years of experience in 
engineering design, entrepreneurship, and 
business strategy. As founder and CEO of 
Cambrian Innovation, he has played a key role in developing and scaling 
the underlying technology, building the team, fundraising, and successfully 
penetrating commercial markets. Prior to founding Cambrian Innovation, 
Matt worked for 10 years in the aerospace sector. He is the co-inventor 
on several awarded patents, author of over 25 research and conference 
publications, and he has testified before the United States Senate on early 
stage innovation in 2011. Matt was a founding board member of the New 
England Water Innovation Network (NEWIN), a final 50 candidate for the 
NASA Astronaut Corp., and a World Economic Forum Technology Pioneer. 
He received a Doctorate in Engineering Systems and two Master’s Degrees, 
one in astronomical engineering and the other in technology and policy, from 
MIT. He has a Bachelor’s from Williams College, cum laude.

Matthew Silver

Cambrian Innovation is a globally-recognized, industrial 
biotechnology company committed to helping the 
industrial sector economically and simply close resource 
loops by extracting clean water and clean energy from 
wastewater streams. Cambrian’s award-winning EcoVolt® 
Product Suite is a modular, pre-fabricated, and scalable 
wastewater treatment plant that helps customers simply 
and robustly reduce wastewater managing costs while 
recovering up to 400 KW of power and 400,000 GPD of 
re-use quality water. Cambrian offers EcoVolt as a product, 
or as a service via its water-energy purchase agreement 
(WEPA). Leveraging concepts developed in the solar Power 
Purchase Agreement (PPA), a WEPA converts EcoVolt 
plants into distributed utilities, enabling customers to pay 
by the gallon with no up-front costs, little operating risk, 
and instant savings. 

Closing 
resource loops 
by affordably 
and efficiently 

extracting 
clean water 
and clean 

energy from 
wastewater 

streams.

SECTOR

Clean Energy  
& Water
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Evrnu has invented fiber technology that transforms old 
clothing into high quality, new, raw materials. Working 
with brands, fiber producers, and mills, Evrnu creates 
and licenses fiber formulations with unique performance 
and environmental advantages. These engineered fibers 
are a solution to the greatest threats currently facing 
the industry: textile waste, resource consumption, and 
environmental damage. Evrnu uses 98% less water 
than what is required for virgin cotton production, 
eliminates 80% of typical pollutant emissions, and can be 
regenerated multiple times. Evrnu offers an environment-
sparing alternative for the world’s highest demand fibers –  
cotton, polyester, and rayon – and is currently being 
adopted by the world’s best brands and retailers.

Evrnu

ENTREPRENEUR

Stacy 
Flynn

TITLE

Co-Founder  
& CEO

REGION

United States 
of America

Stacy Flynn is an accomplished global textile 
product specialist and sustainable systems 
expert. After a diverse background working at 
the executive level in textile innovation with both startups and large 
multinational corporations like DuPont, Target, Eddie Bauer, and Rethink 
Fabrics, Stacy launched Future Resource Collective (FRC), a collaboration 
hub and incubator for sustainable innovations in the apparel and textile 
industry. In 2014, FRC launched its first social purpose corporation, 
Evrnu, which uses a patent-pending technology that recycles cotton 
garment waste to create premium, renewable fiber. As co-founder and 
CEO, Stacy drives Evrnu’s mission, market positioning, and branding. 
She holds an MBA in sustainable systems from Bainbridge Graduate 
Institute at Pinchot University and a Bachelor of Science degree in textile 
development and marketing from the Fashion Institute of Technology. 
Stacy’s personal mission is to ensure that the textile industry is healthy 
and able to grow in the future by elegantly managing resources.

Stacy Flynn

TM

evrnu.com

SECTOR

Sustainable 
Textiles

Transforming 
old clothing 

into high 
quality, new, 

raw materials 
through a 

unique fiber 
technology, 
eliminating 

80% of typical 
pollutant 

emissions.
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Hydrostor, a private company founded in 2010 and based 
in Toronto, Canada, is a leader in Advanced Compressed 
Air Energy Storage (A-CAES), a technology uniquely 
suited to enable the transition to a cleaner, more reliable 
electricity grid. A-CAES helps address electricity system 
needs for dispatchable capacity, renewable integration 
and optimization, transmission deferral and ancillary 
services, and is ideal for use in behind-the-meter or remote 
applications for mines and large industrial operations. 
Hydrostor’s solution delivers low-cost, long duration bulk 
energy storage (hundreds of MWs, 4-24+ hours) that is 
synchronous and emission-free, and can be flexibly located, 
including the ability to repurpose retired coal plants and 
leverage existing mining infrastructure. The proprietary 
technology is now the leading low-cost bulk energy storage 
solution – at 1/3 the cost of lithium ion batteries and 5x 
the lifespan. Hydrostor has multiple projects in operation 
or under construction in Australia and Canada, as well as 
numerous projects in advanced development globally. 

Hydrostor

ENTREPRENEUR

Curtis 
VanWalleghem

TITLE

Co-Founder 
& CEO

REGION

Australia, 
Canada and

United States

Curtis VanWalleghem is the co-founder and CEO 
of Hydrostor, an energy storage technology and 
development company of utility-scale projects 
using a proprietary Advanced Compressed Air Energy Storage (A-CAES) 
system. Mr. VanWalleghem has led the company through technology 
development and into commercial operations, with more than 25 MWh 
of projects in operation/construction, and a multi-GW pipeline in North 
America, Australia, and Chile. Previously, Curtis was a Senior Manager 
in Deloitte’s Corporate Strategy Consulting Practice for over seven years, 
where he advised and consulted for some of the top energy companies 
globally. He has also held positions at nuclear/wind generator Bruce 
Power and wind developer Environmental Electric Company. He has global 
experience working in more than 10 countries, including time volunteering 
in India. Curtis was a varsity hockey player while earning an industrial 
engineering degree and MBA from the University of Toronto.

Curtis VanWalleghem

hydrostor.ca

Delivering 
low-cost, 

long duration 
bulk energy 
storage with 
a proprietary 

technology that 
is one-third the 
cost of lithium 

ion batteries and 
5x the lifespan.

SECTOR

Clean Energy
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Carbon is the backbone of the global economy. As the 
Earth’s population swells to 8 billion and the global energy 
sector looks for solutions to reduce or even offset its 
carbon footprint, CO2 emissions continue as one of the 
biggest challenges of our time. Inventys is building a CO2 
marketplace using second-generation carbon capture 
technology at half the cost of solvent-based systems. At 
this price point, Inventys’ first-of-its-kind demonstration 
plant will unlock an enormous and lucrative opportunity –  
carbon capture utilization and storage (CCUS) – by 
enabling a mass market for bulk CO2. The company’s 
goal is to create a circular economy that values CO2. By 
stimulating new ways to create durable products and 
processes that recycle and sequester CO2, the technology 
can help companies generate clean growth while also 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Inventys is initially 
focused on distributed CO2 projects offering a solution 
for 30-600 tonnes of CO2 per day. Inventys is currently 
building a 30 TPD demonstration plant with Husky 
Energy on a CO2-EOR site in Saskatchewan.

Inventys

ENTREPRENEUR

Claude 
Letourneau

TITLE

President  
& CEO

REGION

Canada

Claude Letourneau is an industrial projects 
veteran who brings to Inventys a broad 
range of experience leading large world-class 
projects. At ease bringing about change, Mr. Letourneau is leveraging 
his 30 years’ experience in advance technology development and 
commercialization to help steer the company to be a global leader in 
building a CO2 Marketplace. Previously, Claude held senior management 
roles with Canam Group Inc., SNC-Lavalin Inc., and Kontron Embedded 
Computers AG. He also founded two technology companies, Vaperma, 
Inc. (membrane-based gas separation) and Avestor Inc. (thin-film lithium 
polymer battery). These past experiences provide the necessary insight for 
the bilingual executive to forge new strategic alliances and partnerships 
with like-minded industry leaders and to guide the company’s scaling-up 
of the business with an aggressive time-to-market game plan. Claude 
received a Bachelor of Applied Science in chemical engineering and a 
Master’s in chemical engineering from University Laval, Quebec.

Claude Letourneau

inventysinc.com

Building a CO2 
marketplace 

using second-
generation 

carbon capture 
technology at 

half the cost of 
solvent-based 

systems.

SECTOR

Carbon 
Management
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Kuli Kuli is the world’s leading moringa brand with the 
highest quality moringa on the market. Moringa is a leafy 
green more nutritious than kale that provides powerful 
anti-inflammatory benefits rivaling those of turmeric. Our 
Moringa Superfood Bars, Pure Organic Moringa Powder, 
Moringa Green Energy Shots, and Organic Moringa Green 
Smoothie Mixes are made in the U.S. with moringa sourced 
directly from women’s cooperatives and small family farmers 
around the world. By importing a portion of the moringa 
to the U.S. for our products, we’ve created an international 
market for moringa and a sustainable livelihood for our 
farmers. Over 60% of Americans say incorporating more 
vegetables into their diet is their #1 priority, but only 4% of 
Americans are getting our recommended serving of veggies 
per day. Kuli Kuli’s delicious moringa products make it easy 
for Americans to get their greens on the go. To date, Kuli 
Kuli has planted over 1 million moringa trees, partnered with 
over 1,000 farmers, and has provided more $1.5M in income 
to women-led farming cooperatives, nonprofits, and family 
farms. You can find their products in over 7,000 stores across 
the U.S., including Whole Foods, Sprouts, and Safeway.

Kuli Kuli Foods

ENTREPRENEUR

Lisa  
Curtis

TITLE

Founder 
& CEO

REGION

United States, 
Ghana, Haiti, 

Cambodia, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Uganda

Lisa Curtis is the founder & CEO of Kuli Kuli, the 
first brand to introduce the green superfood, 
moringa, to the U.S. market. Lisa founded Kuli Kuli 
after working with moringa as a Peace Corps Volunteer, growing it into a 
multi-million dollar enterprise that sells its products in over 7,000 stores. 
Lisa and Kuli Kuli have been featured in The New York Times, The Wall 
Street Journal, Forbes, and hundreds of other publications. Prior to Kuli Kuli, 
Lisa served as the Communications Director at Mosaic. Previously, Lisa 
wrote political briefings for President Obama in the White House, served as 
a United Nations Environment Programme Youth Advisor, and worked at an 
impact investment firm in India. Lisa has been recognized as a StartingBloc 
Fellow, a Wild Gift Better World Entrepreneur, an Ashoka Emerging 
Innovator, and a Udall Scholar. She was honored as a 30 Under 30 Leader 
by Forbes, GreenBiz, and the University of California and was also named to 
the Forbes 30 Under 30 “Top of the Class” for Social Entrepreneurship.

Lisa Curtis

kulikulifoods.com

Improving 
nutrition and 

increasing farmer 
income through 

the world’s 
leading moringa 
superfood brand, 
with products in 
over 7,000 stores 

across the US. 

SECTOR

Food
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Natel Energy is solving the problems inhibiting traditional 
hydropower: capital intensive to develop, negative 
environmental and community impacts, and inflexible in 
the face of climate uncertainty. They have launched three 
systems – hydroEngines, Restoration Hydro, and Upstream –  
that enable cost-effective production of low impact, 
distributed, reliable renewable energy while maintaining the 
health of watershed ecosystems and the communities who 
surround them. hydroEngines are designed for high flows at 
low heads, generating electricity at or less than $0.05 USD 
for project sites as small as 1 MW. Restoration Hydro is an 
innovative development framework that incorporates the 
concept of biomimicry in the form of low-head, strategically-
sited structures proven to restore watershed and ecological 
function. Upstream is a software platform providing services 
to monitor and measure natural resources for efficient 
project implementation. Upstream allows for more efficient 
siting, screening, development, monitoring, and operation 
of sustainable, distributed hydropower, as well as accurate, 
up-to-date analysis of water resources for water managers, 
investors, and conservation entities.

Natel Energy

ENTREPRENEUR

Gia 
Schneider

TITLE

Co-Founder  
& CEO

REGION

United States 
of America

Gia Schneider is co-founder and CEO of Natel 
Energy. Gia holds a Bachelor of Science in 
chemical engineering from MIT and has 17 
years of experience in the energy industry. While in the utility practice 
at Accenture, she provided strategic and tactical solutions to several 
major energy companies and has significant experience in energy-related 
strategy development and deal valuation. After Accenture, she worked 
at Constellation Energy on optimizing generation asset value. Gia left 
Constellation in 2004 to help start the energy trading desk at Credit 
Suisse; and in 2005, she started the carbon emissions trading desk, 
growing it to a profitable business in its first year. Gia is passionate about 
finding economically viable solutions to mitigate climate change, foster 
sustainable development, and produce inexpensive renewable energy. In 
her spare time, she can be found surfing, kiting, cooking, dancing, and 
gardening with friends and family.

Gia Schneider

natelenergy.com

Enabling 
climate resilient 

hydropower while 
maintaining 
the health of 
watershed 

ecosystems and 
the communities 

of people who 
surround them. 

SECTOR

Clean Energy 
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Qnergy (q-ner-gy) is the emerging leader in maintenance-
free generators for the 1-10kW range. The company uses a 
free-piston Stirling engine, which was recently recognized by 
NASA as the most reliable generation technology in history. 
Qnergy’s business model is comprised of selling power 
generators, engines, licensing and engineering services, and 
it serves multiple remote and distributed power sectors. For 
energy companies (including oil and gas as well as utilities), 
the company offers superior reliability and environmental 
performance and notable reduction of methane emissions 
at a lower price. While servicing the energy sector, the 
company is leveraging partnerships to develop additional 
applications such as clean energy based on biogas. One of 
the most challenging drivers of climate change globally is 
the energy choices of nearly one billion people that have 
access to livestock but lack access to energy and water. 
Qnergy’s maintenance-free generators enable better choices 
through turning animal waste into clean energy.

Qnergy

ENTREPRENEUR

Ory Zik

TITLE

CEO

REGION

Canada, Mexico, 
United States

Ory Zik is a cleantech entrepreneur with more 
than two decades of executive leadership. 
Currently, he’s the CEO of Qnergy, a developer of 
maintenance-free generators based on Stirling Technology. Previously, Ory 
was the founding CEO of analytics company Energy Points, a developer of 
a unified metric for energy, carbon, and water (acquired by Lux Research). 
He was the co-founder and CEO of HelioFocus, a solar-thermal company 
that used concentrated solar power to replace fuel in conventional power 
plants. He was also the founding CEO of QuantomiX, the first company to 
image live cells in an electron microscope. QuantomiX products are used by 
researchers around the world for better imaging results. Ory holds a Ph.D. 
in physics from the Weizmann Institute of Science, in addition to a number 
of worldwide patents. He’s perhaps best known as an environmental activist 
for founding and leading the Israeli branch of Greenpeace and for being the 
Scientific Director of Israel’s National Museum of Science.

Ory Zik 

qnergy.com

Developing 
affordable, 

maintenance-
free generators 
that offer clean 

power in the 
1-10kW range, 

notably reducing 
methane 

emissions.

SECTOR

Clean Energy
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Stony Creek Colors exists to catalyze the transition from 
unsustainable synthetic dyes towards renewable plant-
based dyes in textiles and other industries. They develop 
and manage seed-to-harvest agricultural supply chains 
to integrate with innovative industrial processes and 
deliver safe and reliable bio-based dyes to textile mills 
and dye house customers. By taking what’s good about 
synthetic dyes (consistency, vibrancy, and scalability) and 
leaving out what’s harmful (toxins, industrial pollutants, 
and nonrenewable carbon sources), Stony Creek is 
innovating natural dyes that clean up the fashion industry 
and sequester carbon through sustainable agriculture. 
Their dyes improve profitability and ecosystem health for 
farmers, while empowering designers, brands, and mills 
with greater transparency and traceability. The company 
has launched their first product, natural indigo for the 
denim industry, with a goal of producing 15,000 acres of 
indigo in the USA in the next four years. This means they 
will replace 2.8% of synthetic indigo dye globally. But this 
is only the beginning: R&D and partnerships are already 
underway into their next colors and sources.

Stony Creek Colors

ENTREPRENEUR

Sarah 
Bellos

TITLE

Founder  
& CEO

REGION

United States  
of America

Sarah Bellos, CEO and founder of Stony Creek 
Colors, previously owned and operated a textile 
dye house offering garment and piece dyeing 
for independent fashion designers. A graduate of the Cornell University 
Agriculture School in 2004, she has 10+ years of leadership experience in 
the textile, agriculture, and sustainability industries. Sarah developed Stony 
Creek Colors to help lead the sustainable transformation of the textile dye 
industry and build the most transparent and profitable textile chemical 
company on earth. She has been a recognized leader in research efforts to 
bring bio-based colorant production to farmers in the Southeastern U.S. 
In 2015, Bellos was awarded the Young Entrepreneur Award by the AATCC, 
American Association of Textile Chemists and Colorists, the world’s leading 
association serving textile professionals. In 2016 she was a Martha Stewart 
American Made Honoree and she and the company were featured as the 
Tennessee choice in Fast Company Magazine’s annual “United States of 
Innovation” feature article in May 2017.

Sarah Bellos

stonycreekcolors.com

Creating safe 
and reliable 

bio-based textile 
dyes to bring 

sustainability to 
farmers while 
empowering 

fashion 
brands with 

transparency. 

SECTOR

Sustainable 
Textiles
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Hospital-acquired infections are the number one patient 
killer in the U.S. According to the CDC, 1 in 25 patients 
contract infections from hospital stays. This burden 
is expensive, costing the U.S. health-care system an 
estimated $30 billion a year. Vital Vio has reinvented 
disinfection, providing facilities managers and homeowners 
new tools to continuously kill germs indoors with the 
flip of a light switch. The company’s VioSafe® White 
Light Disinfection® technology is suitable for continuous 
human exposure. Used in combination with traditional 
intermittent cleaning in hospitals, homes, public spaces, 
and workplaces, Vital Vio’s technology multi-tasks to safely, 
effectively, and continuously kill bacteria and other harmful 
organisms on indoor surfaces, while also illuminating the 
room. Vital Vio has been awarded several U.S. patents, 
with numerous more patents pending. Clinical studies and 
independent research have shown that the company’s 
LEDs and other product offerings dramatically reduce 
contamination and infection risk for its customers, allowing 
drastically reduced use of aggressive chemical disinfection 
and reduced rates of antibiotic use.

Vital Vio

ENTREPRENEUR

Colleen 
Costello

TITLE

 Co-Founder  
& CEO

REGION

United States 
of America

Co-founder and CEO of health tech company 
Vital Vio, Colleen Costello introduced White Light 
Disinfection® technology to combat the pervasive 
and costly challenge of germs. She has led the growth of the company 
to include strategic partnerships in healthcare, pharmaceutical, food, 
emergency service vehicle, home décor, and athletics arenas. VioSafe® LEDs 
and other antibacterial lights powered by Vital Vio’s patented technology 
can now be found in venues ranging from athletics training facilities, 
ambulances, hospitals, and homes. Reinventing disinfection, along with 
previous clinical research at Mount Sinai and Weill Cornell, has put this 
biomedical engineer on elite lists including Forbes 30Under30 and Inc.’s 
50 Emerging Global Entrepreneurs. Prior to co-founding Vital Vio, her 
background spanned clinical device research, biomedical engineering, and 
product development. She holds a degree in biomedical engineering, with 
a focus on technological entrepreneurship, from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute in Troy, New York. 

Colleen Costello

vitalvio.com

Reinventing 
disinfection 

to safely and 
continuously 

kill germs, 
mold, and 

fungi with the 
flip of a light 

switch through 
advanced LED 

technology.

SECTOR

Biotechnology



PAGE 31PAGE 30 PAGE 31

31

Zero Mass Water’s mission is to make drinking water an 
unlimited resource. SOURCE is a Hydropanel™ that creates 
drinking water by combining sunlight and air - made 
possible by the application of advanced materials science, 
thermodynamics, and controls technology. Hydropanel 
arrays are sized to meet the water consumption needs of 
any application, yielding any volume of water production. 
Uniquely independent of infrastructure, SOURCE is the 
only technology capable of making high-quality, delicious 
drinking water without plugging into an additional 
electric or water supply. Today, SOURCE Hydropanel 
arrays are installed across five continents and in sixteen 
countries making water for schools, homes, orphanages, 
communities, resorts, farms, offices, and more. Zero Mass 
Water’s partners include the Asian Development Bank, 
USAID, ARENA, Duke Energy, and the Royal Jordanian Court. 
In a world where every person experiences water stress, 
SOURCE gives you drinking water peace of mind.

Zero Mass Water

ENTREPRENEUR

Cody 
Friesen

TITLE

Founder  
& CEO

REGION

Australia, 
Ecuador,  

Fiji, Indonesia, 
Jamaica, Jordan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, 

Lebanon, Mexico, 
Philippines, 
Puerto Rico, 

Singapore, United 
States, Vanuatu, 

South Africa

Dr. Cody Friesen is a technology innovator, 
entrepreneur, and materials scientist. Founder 
and CEO of Zero Mass Water, Cody and his team 
developed SOURCE, a solar panel that makes safe, great-tasting drinking 
water from the air, independent of infrastructure. Cody is also the founder 
of Fluidic Energy, an advanced battery company powering remote grids 
worldwide. He is the Fulton Engineering Professor of Innovation at Arizona 
State University and is a Senior Sustainability Scientist at the ASU Global 
Institute of Sustainability. Cody was named by The Aspen Institute as a 2015 
Henry Crown Fellow. He was named among the top 35 innovators in the 
world under 35 years old by MIT’s Technology Review in 2009. He previously 
served on the U.S. Manufacturing Council for the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, as the co-chair of the Energy subcommittee. He has 145 active 
patent matters worldwide, and 42 granted patents. He earned a BSE in 
materials science and engineering from Arizona State University, and a Ph.D. 
in the same discipline from MIT.

Cody Friesen

zeromasswater.com

Making drinking 
water an unlimited 

resource for 
people everywhere 

through panels 
that combine 

sunlight and air to 
make water, with 

installations across 
five continents.

SECTOR

Clean Water
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ZincFive

ENTREPRENEUR

Tim 
Hysell

TITLE

Co-Founder 
& CEO

REGION

United States  
& China

For seven years, ZincFive Co-Founder Tim Hysell 
has expertly guided the creation and deployment 
of the world’s first nickel-zinc rechargeable battery 
technology. He founded and chaired PSI Acquisitions and Millennium 
Power Solutions – where the UPStealth® was invented – and ZincFive, 
which establishes nickel-zinc as only the fifth rechargeable battery to scale 
across the world. Tim has over three decades of entrepreneurial success in 
founding, owning, and directing profitable business operations in renewable 
energy, banking, manufacturing, and medical devices. His companies 
partnered with global giants such as Siemens, Phillips, and Hewlett-Packard. 
He excels at corporate transaction negotiations, fundraising, merger and 
acquisitions, IPO preparation, market share growth, and board leadership. 
Prior to owning his own businesses, Tim worked for General Electric, 
Hewlett-Packard, and Providence Health Systems. He is also the co-founder 
and board member of Pacific West Bank in Oregon and a former youth 
football, basketball, and baseball coach.

Tim Hysell

zincfive.com

Creating and 
deploying the 

world’s first nickel-
zinc rechargeable 

battery technology, 
which provides 

safe, reliable, and 
uninterruptible 

power for critical 
applications.

ZincFive is the world leader in innovation and delivery of 
nickel-zinc based energy storage and delivery solutions 
for mission critical applications in Data Centers, Intelligent 
Transportation, and Motive Power. The company 
offers turnkey solutions in nickel-zinc, battery-based, 
uninteruptable power supplies (UPS) for the data center 
and intelligent transportation markets. Nickel-zinc is the 
ideal battery for UPS backup with its ability to safely deliver 
large amounts of power in a small footprint with a battery 
life equal to UPS system life. ZincFive also provides battery 
solutions to motive power markets for specialty electric 
vehicles. Nickel-zinc batteries offer twice the power density 
with higher charge/discharge rates, three times the life, 
and a wider operating temperature range than lead-acid 
batteries as well as containing no hazardous materials. 
When compared to lithium-ion, nickel-zinc batteries offer 
higher power density and charge/discharge rates, no 
thermal runaway, and are fail-safe and fully recyclable. 
With 95 patents awarded, ZincFive leverages nickel-zinc 
chemistry to provide high power density and performance 
along with superior safety and environmental advantages.

SECTOR

Clean Energy
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